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If you are considering the age ban for the NBA draft a noble move by the
league and its players to send a pro-education message to high school
hoop "wanna-bes," take a closer look.

It is really just half the story, and it's a cautionary tale.

It 1s a step in the right direction, to be sure. By having to wait a year after
high school graduation before entering the NBA draft, young basketball
athletes will have the opportunity to think about their options and consider
the best course for their future. And if they decide to spend the year
playing college basketball, they may even discover the value of a degree.

How can that be a bad thing?

If that were the whole story, it would not be such a bad idea. Not as good
as having to wait three years, as is the policy with the NFL. One year is
better than none, is it not?

But there is another important change made in the most recent
negotiations between the NBA and its players association that will
continue to lure talented high school stars into the professional ranks.

The two groups also agreed to roll back the age requirement for entry into
the NBA's developmental league from 20 to 18. This means that while the
media-anointed high school phenom is waiting out the requisite year after
graduation to enter the "real"” NBA draft, he can immediately go into the
developmental league and hone his skills with others hoping for the call
that takes them up to the biggies.

To be honest, this may be the best of all outcomes for the few who either
have no interest in or lack preparation for college. They will get to pocket
a salary while they wait and hope, even if it is 2 meager one.

The statistics work against them, of course. The percentage of "d-
leaguers" who move up to the NBA in a year is likely to be small. And
after one or two years at minimum wages, a much higher percentage may
see the writing on the backboard.

And here is the rub. By that point, they will have professionalized
themselves and will have no opportunity to continue playing basketball
and pursue a degree at the Division I or Division III levels. (Interestingly,
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My concern is for those many young men who will forfeit the opportunity
to leverage their athletics skill in basketball into pursuit of a college
degree. Many will conclude their teen years with neither a professional
career nor the opportunity for a college education.

As Paul Hewitt, the Georgia Tech coach, has said, "College is the best
option." If a young man plays in college and he is highly successful, an
NBA opportunity likely awaits him. But if like the vast majority of
ballplayers, he is not draft material, he can still receive an education. And

a college education is the best insurance for a productive, happy and full
life.

It is said in life that for every door that closes, a window opens. In this

case, my advice to high school players is to make sure you know what is
on the other side.

Brand is president of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.
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