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1 (File: 20060107 _d ory Road chat 22ml6.)

2 JOSH. Well, it's an absolute pleasure to

3| be able to sit down and take sone tine to chat with David
4 Lattin, star player for the 1966 National Chanpion Texas
5| Western nen's basketball team

6 David, thank you for taking the tinme to sit
7| wWth us.

8 DAVI D LATTIN. Josh, thanks for having ne.

9 JOSH: First question, what do you think of
10 | the NCAA Centennial Celebration so far?

11 DAVI D LATTIN. Absolutely fabulous. | got
12 inalittle bit late yesterday. And fromwhat |'ve seen,
13 | you've got a nunber of people here associated with the

14 NCAA, and | think that's great. To see dory Road again,
15 | think that was great. To be able to discuss it and talk
16 | about it, discuss sone of the things that it really nmeant,
17 other than just a gane. It was fun to be part of it.

18 JOSH. \When you see how nuch sonething |ike
19 | what the 1966 team achi eved has inpacted all of these

20 | people still involved with the NCAA, how does that nake

21 | you feel?

22 DAVID LATTIN:. On, outstanding. It's
23| fabulous. And | just can't -- you couldn't -- no one
24 | could feel better than | feel right now This is -- I'm

25 goi ng through a stage right nowin ny life where we -- |
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1 really didn't think that this would cone back again. And
2 now it actually cane. It's living. It's life. And it's
3 really -- it was a tough story to tal k about all the

4 | things that happened, give the youngsters sonething to

5| think about, and I et them know the reason that where they
6| are nowis partial because of us.

7 JOSH: Does it feel like it was just

8 | yesterday?

9 DAVI D LATTIN:  You know, | ooking at the

10| film and certainly the -- you know, the flashbacks to

11 remenber sone things that happened and watchi ng the gane
12 | and sone of the teans that we played certainly feels |ike
13 It was yesterday.

14 JOSH:  You know, talking about the

15 experience wth Texas Western, how has that inpacted, you
16 know, the |ast 40 years of your life?

17 DAVI D LATTIN. Well, wth Coach Haski ns,

18 | who was |like the disciplinarian, discipline helped nme in
19 busi ness. Learning discipline fromhimhelped ne in

20 busi ness and helped nme in ny life and helped ne to be a
21 better person. And certainly it nmade -- and being a

22 | winner, of course -- |'ve tal ked about sone of these

23| things in ny book, SlamDunk to Aory -- Lattin's Slam
24 Dunk to G ory about how it nmade nme a better person, how I

25| was a winner, and that just helped ne on with ny life as |
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went on.

JOSH.  Now, your book, Lattin's Sl am Dunk
to Aory, that slamdunk was a nonunental dunk at the
begi nning of that chanpi onship gane agai nst Kentucky.

s that sonething that's gone with you
t hroughout your life, that slam dunk?

DAVI D LATTIN. Absolutely. | nean, | can't
turn a corner unless | talk about that. You know, we talk
about Pat Riley -- and Pat, you know, was in a kind of in
an awkward position at this very difficult tine. And he
was the recipient of a dunk that was neant to send a
nessage to Pat Riley, if he was there, the Kentucky team
t he Kentucky coach, Adol ph Rupp, the Kentucky fans, and
the whol e state of Kentucky that we were here to wn.

And so that dunk, it was an intent dunk.
And so, you know, he just happened to be there, and that's
what it did. It sent hima nessage to |l et them know t hat
we were going to win a gane, period.

JOSH. Yeah. It certainly -- seeing the
replay, it certainly set the tone.

In the book, |I'msure you discussed that.
What ot her things do you tal k about in the book?

DAVI D LATTIN. Well, 1'"mgoing to expand on
that just a bit further. The dunk, if | may, the NCAA

Rul es Commttee outlawed the dunk for 10 years -- | talk
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1| about that in ny book -- for 10 years after that dunk.

2 | There was no dunk in the NCAA col | ege basketball for

3 10 years, a whole decade, if you can believe that.

4 You know, | neant it for the nessage, but |

5| didn't nean it for that kind of a nessage. | didn't want

6| themto outlaw the dunk.

7 But you ask the question, part of your

8 | question, what is --

9 JOSH: Yeah. Just what el se do you discuss
10 in the book? Do you discuss, you know, just that page of
11 | your life? O do you discuss your business career? O --
12 DAVI D LATTIN: | discuss where | canme from
13 how | got there, other people that hel ped ne get there;
14 | the reason | went to Texas El Paso, Texas Western at the
15| tinme, sone things that went on at the school; |eading
16 | to -- things that helped -- leading up to the gane; what |
17 t hought; what ny teammates thought; basically what we
18 | all -- we thought about during the process of getting to
19 t he chanpi onshi p, and we tal ked about the things that
20 happened during to the chanpi onshi p.

21 | talk about what -- sonme of the things I
22 | thought -- that went through ny mnd as | wal ked out on
23 | the court and saw Duke and Kentucky playing in the

24 | semfinals -- quite shocking. You know, how |l felt with

25| all the referees, and the officials, the opposite coach,
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1 the people in the stands, the guys fromthe hot dogs, bus

2| drivers, the guy sweeping the floors -- everybody was
3| white.
4 And tal k about if Kentucky had been in the

5 sane position as we were, would they have played as well?
6 How woul d t hey have perforned?

7 So | just tal ked about all those things,

8| and it's a total overview. And Coach Haskins has witten
9 a book as well, but it's conpletely different from Coach
10 Haski ns' book. [If you get to read that and you'll you

11 read ny book, you'll see there's a difference.

12 JOSH. Is witing a book sonething that

13 | you've always wanted to do? O was it sonething that

14 happened, you know, after that experience?

15 DAVID LATTIN. Well, Bobby Joe Hi Il and |

16 had decided to wite a book together. And as you know,

17 Bobby passed. And when the novie -- | saw the novie
18 | comng, and | thought, well, you know I'mjust going to
19| wite this book anyway. You need to (indiscernible). It

20 | would be nice to hear something fromthe players.

21 Everything's been from everybody el se. There's been other
22 people to wite books, but nothing froma player, what we
23| thought. And it's very difficult to wite what another

24 | person is thinking fromthe inside out.

25 JOSH: Right.
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1 DAVID LATTIN. So that's why -- one of the

2 reasons | wanted to wite that book, because | wanted them
3| to hear the real truth

4 JOSH. Sonet hing that you nentioned was the
5 di sci pline from Coach Haski ns and how t hat inpacted you.

6 | What would you say for current student athletes, that

7 di sci pline, how that can -- you know, they can carry that
8 | through their lives? How inportant that is?

9 DAVI D LATTIN. | don't think anyone could

10 | possibly be successful if they don't have discipline. And
11 | you have to have a certain discipline in what you eat, and
12 | you have to have discipline on how you treat your |ove

13 life, your businesses -- they all cone together with

14 | discipline. And if you don't have that discipline, you

15 have the tendency to stray away from what you're thinking
16 | about -- not have the tunnel vision to focus on what you
17 | want to acconplish. And so that's where the discipline is
18 | very, very inportant.

19 And Coach Haskins certainly kept that going
20 | through our mnds every day.

21 JOSH. Let's talk a little bit about

22 | education. That was sonething that cane through in the

23 novi e and sonething that was -- it seens like it was

24 inmportant to all of the athletes on the team

25 What are your feelings on that and the
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1 educational opportunities that are provided to student

2 | athletes today?

3 DAVI D LATTIN.  Well, 1 think it's excellent
4| that they get -- will get a very inportant education. |
5| was saying it was just very inpossible -- it's inpossible
6| to be successful if you don't have it. | mean, in order
7 to just keep up -- we're not tal king about selling in

8 | front of anybody, you have to be know edgeable. So you

9 cannot get the know edge unl ess you' re educated. So

10| that's why it's very, very inportant to get the education.
11 JOSH. Talk a little bit about to the team
12 | and your teammates. Seeing a couple of the guys | ast

13 ni ght and how you interact, it seens |like you're stil

14 | playing together every day and that you're very close. |
15 know you pl ayed professional basketball. D d anything

16 | ever match the conraderie on that team that coll ege tean?
17 DAVI D LATTI N: No, never. It's very

18 | difficult to explain the canmaraderie and the cohesiveness
19 that we enjoyed as a team Again, we've all been

20 | together, not necessarily as a team but we were together
21 In the same gymmasium practically every day for two years
22 before we actually went on the court together to wn.

23 So it's -- anybody that has ever played on
24 | a chanpionship teamcan tell you that it's sonething that

25 the other teans don't have, other than a will to wn, of
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1| course. You need to like the person that you're playing
2| with. You know, you have to respect them And you don't
3 really have to |ike themthat much, but you have to

4 respect them

5 And the only way to get respect is you have
6| toearnit. You have to go out on the court, in practice
7 every day and gain the respect fromyour teamates, and

8 | that's what all ny teammates did.

9 JOSH. Yeah. One of the -- obviously the
10 | significant new path of what you all achieved with that

11 | whol e season and that victory, what are your feelings

12 | about not only wi nning that gane, but playing that role in
13 hi story?

14 DAVI D LATTIN:  You know, mny feeling, the

15| way | feel about it nowis | get a rush, a wonderful,

16 | wonderful feeling, because I now how it hel ps youngsters
17 to get education, to be recruited by all universities. It
18 | also helps racial relations in our country as well. |

19 think the thing where we would be -- and Josh, and |I'm

20 | sure you could better (indiscernible) -- where would we be
21 | without sports in this country right now? It helps us to
22 live together. W learn to |ead together, to think

23 | together, to help each other out, to reach a certain goa
24 | as people. And it lets us know that -- rem nds us

25 | continuously that we're God's children, you know, and
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1| we're all the sane; we're all the sane. W' re different

2| colors, but we basically are the sane.

3 JOSH: What's com ng up next for you? |

4 know you have the book com ng out, and the novie --

5 clearly you nust be -- | nust have seen it a nunber of

6| tinmes already, going around in special screenings. Wat's
7 next? Any ideas?

8 DAVID LATTIN. Well, you know, |I'm focused
9 on a book right now. You know, we're working to finish
10 it -- it's finished. | just keep changing things, little
11 things init. But that's going to certainly take the nost

12 | of my focus right now, is the book. And as you know - -
13 but you don't know -- but | nean it's actually

14 | (indiscernible), that's always going to take a | ot of ny
15| tinme as well.

16 JOSH. Ckay. |Is there anything el se that
17 | you'd like to share about the whol e experience at the

18 | convention and the novie screening | ast night?

19 DAVID LATTIN. Well, I loved -- we |loved --
20 | loved the novie. It nmade ne feel good to see so nany
21 peopl e enjoyed it. And the -- what it's really all about
22 is that it helps us to learn to live together. Racial

23 relations was strained in those years, early '60s, blacks
24 | were just beginning to vote. And it was just very

25 | difficult. (Indiscernible) soit's really hel ped our
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1 racial relationship. And that's what nmakes ne proud.

2 JOSH. Thank you, so much for taking the

3| time with me this norning. You're a true role nodel. And
4 | enjoyed the novie, and | encourage everybody to go out

5| there and see it. And definitely to go pick up Lattin's

6| SlamDunk to dory.

7 DAVI D LATTIN: Thank you, Josh. Thank you.
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