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1 (File: 20061016 Reggi e Bush wel comne)

2 JOSH CENTOR Wl cone to "Mondays Wth Myles". In our

3 effort to answer questions fromour faithful bloggers,

4 Dr. Brand and | will spend our tine today discussing a

5 guestion submtted by Orson Sw ndl e.

6 Dr. Brand, if the allegations of Reggie Bush taking

7 i mproper benefits are proven true by an NCAA al |l egation, what

8 are the steps that will be taken to punish the infractions?

9 DR MYLES BRAND: You know, Josh, | can't answer that
10 | question, as nmuch as I'd |like to, because we have an ongoi ng
11 investigation. And the NCAA, properly so, does not coment on
12 any ongoi ng i nvestigations.

13 JOSH CENTOR kay. But we can talk about it in nore
14 | general terns, about student athletes in general.

15 DR. MYLES BRAND:. Yes. Let's do that, |eaving out any
16 | discussion of Reggie Bush. But |I'mhappy to talk about it in
17 general terns.

18 JOSH CENTOR kay. So tal king about infractions and
19 how t hose -- the investigation works, penalties work, how do
20 things |ike that happen?

21 DR MYLES BRAND: Senior staff nmenbers who have

22 experience in |aw enforcenent, or attorneys, will investigate
23 on canpus and in related areas whether an infraction, mjor

24 infraction has taken place. They will then submt their

25 investigation to a Committee on Infractions.
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1 The Committee on Infractions is separate fromthe

2 staff. The Conmittee on Infractions is made up of people from
3 t he nenbership and the public, such as sitting judges, people
4 in |law schools, | aw deans -- people who understand these

5 i ssues and al so understand intercollegiate athletics. They

6| wll then pass a judgnent. And on the basis of that judgnent
7 sanctions will be enforced or not.

8 There is an opportunity, of course, as there is in any
9 | judicial system for an appeal.

10 JOSH CENTOR: W' re tal king about sone high profile
11 student athletes. Journalists have often said that these

12 student athletes, when they get paid, basically that's what

13 | we're tal king about, they're getting what they deserve.

14 Can you weigh in on that?
15 DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, one of the nore
16 i nteresting bank robbers of all tine was Wllie Sutton. He

17 was a very attractive figure, and people sort of gravitated to
18 him He was also a celebrity of some sorts. That doesn't

19 mean robbi ng banks was a good thing to do, even though we

20 | liked him

21 The fact of the matter is a celebrity, the interest,
22 | the synpathetic feelings we have for an individual, does not

23 give them perm ssion to break the rul es.

24 JOSH CENTOR | nmean, to reiterate again, why are sone

25 of those rules there? Wy can't high profile student athletes
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1 who are getting their jersey sold in bookstores across -- in
2 canpuses across the country, why aren't they getting a piece
3 of the pie?
4 DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, they are getting a piece
5 of the pie for thenselves. They' re getting an educati on.
6 That's the nost inportant thing. And for those high profile
7 athletes, they're also positioning thenselves in a way they
8 could never do otherwise for their own future careers in the
9 pro | eagues, if they are so talented.
10 But inplicit in your question is the answer. The
11 answer is the reason they can't get noney right now, the
12 reason we don't pay them the reason why they don't take
13 endorsenents, is because they're students. That is the big
14 di fference between professional athletics and collegiate
15 athletics. These are students who are enrolled in regular
16 progranms in our institutions of higher education.
17 It's -- they're free to do sonmething else, work in pro
18 | eagues, in other countries, or inthe United States, if the
19 rules permt that, and according to the colleagues. But they
20 can't do that when they are students.
21 JOSH CENTOR:  Now, when you have a student athlete who
22 has left an institution and is maybe pl ayi ng prof essi onal
23 sports, maybe he's worki ng sonmewhere el se, and then you find
24 out that there's been sone sort of an infraction, some sort of

25 a violation, how do you go back and penalize that student
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1 athlete, that former student athlete who is no | onger on

2 canpus? How does the Commttee on Infractions, how does the
3 Staff 1 ook at things like that?

4 DR. MYLES BRAND: Well, what the enforcenent process
5 does is take away eligibility. Now, obviously if a student

6 has becone professional and is earning a livelihood, they're
7 no |l onger a student and have no eligibility left. So it isn't
8 the student that gets penalized, it's the program And you go
9 back and enforce sanctions on the program That's very

10 | selfish of student athletes then, because it's the program --
11 | the other student athletes, the school itself that is

12 suffering. And it's a very selfish act on any student then to
13 harm others in the programjust for their own benefit.

14 JOSH CENTOR  And sonetinmes wins can even be, you

15 know, taken away froma program That's what you m ght mean
16 by penalizing a program W' ve seen that in the past; is that
17 correct?

18 DR. MYLES BRAND: OCh, yes. Wns, chanpionships, a
19 whol e year's worth of wi ns have been taken, w ped off the
20 books, not allowed to raise the flag. | nean, | think it's
21 devastating to a teamand to a school to do that -- very
22 selfish on the part of those student athletes.
23 JOSH CENTOR:  And that really bothers nme, as well.
24 You' ve got a student athlete who, you know, maybe takes a

25 little bit because he thinks he deserves it, or is told by
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1 other journalists that he deserves it. And then his teanmates
2 who, you know, m ght not be as high profile, mght be on the
3 bench, they mght lose a ring or wins that they've, you know,

4 put in the time for.

5 DR. MYLES BRAND: And |lose a lot of pride and | ose the
6 ability torecruit the next class. | nean, it is very harnfu
7 to that team | think students who do that should be ashaned

8 | of thenselves, frankly.
9 JOSH CENTOR:  All right. WlIl, thanks to Orson for
10 | submtting that question. And thank you for answering that,

11 Dr. Brand.

12 W want to see nore questions sent our way, don't we?
13 DR. MYLES BRAND:. Yes, we do.
14 JOSH CENTOR Wl |, thanks for listening to "Mndays

15| Wth Myles". W'Ill see you next week.
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