3-13-2006 Selections for Basketball Championships
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(File: 20060313 Myl es Brand sel ecti ons22nl6.)

JOSH CENTOR:  In ny opinion, there isn't a
nore exciting period of the year than NCAA tour nanent
tinme, when the nen's and wonen's basketball seasons
culmnate wwth the road to the Final Four.

My nane is Josh Centor. And today I'mwth
NCAA president Myl es Brand, to discuss the NCAA
basket bal | tournanents.

Dr. Brand, how is everything this norning?

DR. MYLES BRAND: We're doing great, Josh

JOSH CENTOR  Yesterday was sel ection
Sunday, and tonight is selection Minday for the wonen's
tournanent. What can we expect out of the 2006
t our nanent s?

DR. MYLES BRAND: You're going to get
exceptional tournanments. | think we have another batch
of great teans. Last year's tournanents were really
out standing, and we think this year's will be even
better.

This is the nost exciting tinme of year from

nmy perspective too. | nean, it is the peak.
JOSH CENTOR: | can hardly decide what's
for dinner every night. It's a difficult decision in ny

house. One thing | can't ever get ny hand on is how the

conmm ttees nmake their decisions to put which teans in and
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whi ch teans out.

DR. MYLES BRAND: Those are tough
decisions. Both the nen's and wonen's comm ttees have
approxi mately 10 people on them W literally |ock them
in a hotel room-- not the sane room-- on different
floors. W lock themin hotel roons for a week. They
have all the data, RPI information. | nean, we're
providing themonline with every gane each team pl ayed,
what the score was, what the opponents were doi ng. |
mean, we have a ton of data.

O course, a nunber of teanms have automatic
qualifying, AQ if they win their tournanment in their
conference. This commttee then catches literally
hundr eds, nmaybe thousands of ganes before they get | ocked
up, so that they are just overwhelned with this

information. And then they work it out. They rank those

t eans.

In detail, these are very know edgeabl e
peopl e -- former basketball coaches, athletic directors,
conference comm ssioners -- they rank those teans. They

don't have any say about any teamin their own
conference, but teans in the other conferences. And they
do about as good a job as you can.

It's not a formula -- this is really

inportant -- it's not a fornula that you get a certain
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anmopunt for what this conputer says or that RPlI rating
says. These are subjective judgnents by the best
I nformed people in this business.

JOSH CENTOR: | couldn't do it. | have al
the respect in the world for the people that sit in those
roons. It's incredibly difficult decisions.

What makes this tournanent so exciting? |Is

it the one-and-done formula? |Is that what nakes it so

exciting?

DR. MYLES BRAND: | think that mekes it
exciting. The Cinderella teans -- you know you never
could tell who is going to win -- a West Virginia or
Bucknell. | nean, |ast year, great performances. Sone
of the first seed teans give way early on. | think the

one- and- done tour nanent.

But you know what | really think it is, |
think it's the absolute excitenent and comm tnent of the
student athletes. | think they are so excited to be
pl ayi ng on national television for this chanpi onship,
where every gane is televised -- and not only locally in
their own conference, but nationally, everyone is
watching them | nean, | think the excitenent that the
student athletes have for it is what nakes the tournanent
great .

JOSH CENTOR:  Can ot her sports enul ate what
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men's and wonen's basketball has done?

DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, other sports
are exciting too. They don't get as nuch TV tinme and as
much visibility.

But, you know, take the College Wrld
Series in Omha. Boy, is that exciting. And you know
that the student athletes there are very excited to be in
Omha as well. Wnen's softball has been absolutely
i ncredi ble. You know, the |ast football ganes we saw,
the | ast Rose Bow was absolutely incredible. 1 think,
again, it's all because of the student athletes'
performance and their |evel of excitenent for the ganes.

JOSH CENTOR:  And you nentioned the Rose
Bow , do you think that people will get as excited about
that and the BCS Bowl s because it's not done in a
t our nanent format?

DR. MYLES BRAND: Well, you know, there's a
| ot of difference of opinion of that, and | know the
medi a wants us to nove towards a tournanent.

The presidents of the universities in
Division |-A are the decision makers here. And they've
deci ded they want to really enphasize the regul ar season
ganes, and they didn't want to turn this into an NFL-type
pl ayof f situation.

There is probably sonething internediate
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bet ween an NFL playoff situation and the current system
And over tinme, that may change. Right now they have a
FOX contract to broadcast the ganes for about four or six
nore years, and it's not likely nmuch will change when
that's over. Wen it's over, they m ght nove towards a
nodest tournanent situation is or they mght not. But
right now the presidents have nade the decision they
don't want to do that.

JOSH CENTOR  Last year | had the pl easure
of sitting in with the Boston Coll ege wonen's basket bal
teamas their fate was announced and hope that they have
sonme good fate tonight. Wnen's basketball clearly noved
its selection show to Monday.

What does that say about the gane of
wonen's basketball, getting its own night there?

DR. MYLES BRAND: Yeah. | think that's an
I nportant statement. It shows the evolution and maturity
of the wonen's gane. | nean, the nen's gane was getting
all the attention on the Sunday night rel ease of
information. And you know, then the wonen were -- |
woul dn't say an afterthought -- but they weren't getting
the due attention that the quality of that sport now
deserves.

So by noving themto Monday, | think we can

put the spotlight appropriately on the wonen's gane in
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that tournanent, where we haven't done that as much
before. You know, ESPN gets a |ot of credit for this.
And they were arguing that we really need to put nore
visibility on the wonen's gane. And | couldn't agree
nore. The wonen's gane is grow ng by | eaps and bounds,
it is really one of our growth sports.

JOSH CENTOR: What mekes it so different
and unique fromthe nen's gane? It's not the sane gane.

DR. MYLES BRAND: It's not the sane gane,
you're right. They play as hard, and it's as rough. But
it's adifferent gane. A little nore finesse, actually,
alittle better shooting.

JOSH CENTOR | agree.

DR. MYLES BRAND: They are very athletic.
But they don't necessarily play above the rimthe sane
way the nmen's do. And there's one really critica
difference. You know, if you -- the wonen's gane
actually is nore team basketball. | nean, you can watch
t he zones devel op. You can see the play in a way that
the nen's gane, which is a faster gane, is harder for the
fans to see.

So | think actually, in many ways the
wonen's gane is nore enjoyabl e because you can see it
devel op -- the plays develop on the court better.

JOSH CENTOR: | think it's a great ganme too
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because you can go with your kids, younger kids, and
explain the gane as you see it happening, as well.

DR. MYLES BRAND: Well, | think that's
right. | think wonen's basketball is a fan friendly --
famly friendly gane. W see a lot of retirees and young
kids in the gane. So there are avid fans. Let nme assure
you, there are avid fans for the wonen's gane. But it
al so has a nuch broader appeal, | think, then the nen's
gane, at this point.

JOSH CENTOR: We're seeing a wonen's gane
during the regul ar season now on tel evision on a nightly
basis. How popul ar can wonen's basketbal|l get?

DR. MYLES BRAND: Ch, | think wonen's

basketbal | is just beginning to create visibility and
popul arity. | think it has a long ways to go. There's a
great -- | should say there's great upside, that hasn't
been realized. |It's far nore popular now than it was 5

years ago or 10 years ago. W see that in the nunber of
fans going to the ganes and the interest of television
nmedia. We -- you know, the sellouts on a done in Final
Four. | nean, all that we see as evidence. But | think
the wonen's gane has an enor nous upsi de.

JOSH CENTOR: | think the parity in --
anong the teans in Division |, especially, has really

seened to help the gane. What do you think about that?
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DR. MYLES BRAND: In the wonen's gane?

JOSH CENTOR:  Yeah.

DR. MYLES BRAND: Yeah, | think so, but I
don't think we're all the way there. | think you're
right. It's nore than a dozen teans now, maybe it's
three dozen teans. But | don't think we have the |evel
of parity we need in the wonen's gane. | think that is a
goal we have to acconplish so that we will have actually
nore wonen's ganes, as they're seeded all the way down at
64. | nean, all those teans, | think will be as good --
will be better in the future. But |I think parity is an
i ssue with the wonen's ganes that we really have to work
on.

JOSH CENTOR: There are a | ot of ganes
bet ween the two tournanents. Do you get to take any of
them in?

DR. MYLES BRAND: OCh, yes. | take in as
many as | can. |'ma big basketball fan. And you know,
I"'ma little bleary-eyed by the end, but it couldn't be
nore fun.

JOSH CENTOR:  Well, I'"'m |l ooking forward to
seeing the wonen's bracket rel eased tonight. Thank you
for joining us on "Mdndays Wth M/l es". "Mndays Wth
Myl es” can be found on the NCAA bl og, the Doubl eAZone

each Monday norning. |If you' d |like to subscribe you can
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find it on our podcast on i Tunes.

Dr. Brand, thanks again

DR, MYLES BRAND:

Pl easure,

Josh.






