8-28-2006 General Q & A
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(File: 20060828 MAM guestions.)

JOSH CENTOR: After sunmmer hiatus, "Mondays
Wth Myles" is back on the airwaves. [|'mextrenely
excited to once again be here with NCAA president Mles
Brand to discuss the pressing issues in intercollegiate
athl eti cs.

It's been a busy sumer; hasn't it?

DR. MYLES BRAND: Yes, it has.

JOSH CENTOR:  Well, we certainly have a | ot
of things to discuss, and |I'm | ooking forward to getting
start ed.

In our |ast conversation before sunmrer
break, Dr. Brand asked for Doubl eAZone readers and
podcast |isteners to send in questions and directly
communi cate with him

A few weeks ago, Orson Swindle from"Every
Day Shoul d Be Saturday" submtted five questions he
want ed answered. So we're going to ask themright now.

The first one: Wiy go after the University
of North Dakota for their nmascot name? What purpose does
this serve? Aren't there nore inportant things for the
NCAA to pursue?

DR. MYLES BRAND: Well, | have to be
careful with my answer, Josh, because there's a potenti al

| awsuit, and the University of North Dakota has told us
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that they are considering filing a | awsuit.

But the sane principles that we went into
this with, when we examned all the institutions with
Native Anerican inmages and synbols, applies in this
case -- nanely the NCAA takes very seriously its
responsibility to show respect for all. And that
includes all ethic mnority groups in the United States
and Native Americans, as well.

And so respect for all leads us, in sone
cases, to take a position against the Confederate flag
and ot her cases takes a position with respect to Native
Ameri can synbol s and | ogos.

If this doesn't concern the institutional
aut onony of the University of North Dakota or any ot her
institution, they are free to use any synbols and nmascots
they feel appropriate in their own context.

But in our ganes, the chanpi onship ganes,
we shoul d be able to control what happens in our ganes.
And if they want to play in our ganes, they'll have to
pl ay by our rules.

JOSH CENTOR:  Well, | think that about
answers question nunber 1.

Question nunber two, wll the NCAA ever
seriously sanction a major program agai n?

DR. MYLES BRAND: Well, actually, nost of
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the sanctions -- the nmjor sanctions dol ed out by the
Commttee on Infractions concerns Division | -- and that
i ncl udes major prograns, as well. In fact, if you | ook

at the nunbers over the | ast decade or even |longer, it's
been pretty constant -- a certain nunber each year. So
don't think there's been any change in that.

But | have noticed a really interesting
trend, a very productive trend. Nanely, there's an
effort by many universities to self-police. They wl]l
sanction thenselves, as it were, and hope that the NCAA
sanctions are about the sanme. But the key point here is
that they are self-policing, and that's productive.

One recent case is the University of
Okl ahoma, in which they decided to renove the
schol arshi ps of two key football players. | give the
presi dent and Coach Stoops and others a lot of credit
there for taking the initiative. It may have even cost
thema high standing in the BCS, potentially -- | don't
know the answer to this, but potentially even a shot at
the national chanpionship. But they stood up and did
t hat .

Now, it doesn't follow that the NCAA
Committee on Infractions won't provide further sanctions
to them but the key is that they did stand up and were

counted. And good for them
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JOSH CENTOR:  And it's inportant to
remenber that the Coomittee on Infractions is nmade up of
t he nmenber shi p.

DR. MYLES BRAND: It's a nenbership
commttee. The Staff does the investigation and we have
trai ned professionals experienced in | aw enforcenent and
ot her areas that do the investigations. And they give
that information to our Committee on Infractions which
consists of sitting judges, people in the | aw school,
deni es of |aw school, for exanple, as well as
conmm ssioners and others who are well -- who are
knowl edgeabl e about both the | aw and al so the rul es of
t he NCAA

JOSH CENTOR: The third question we have
fromOrson Swindle is: Does the APR nean anyt hi ng when
only the smallest, least financially significant schools
fail to make the grade?

DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, it's true that,
at least at this stage, we're seeing nost of the
penalties not in Division I-A or at |east not in the six
equity conferences. And the reason for that is that it
costs noney to do a good job academ cally. And sone of
the institutions have not yet understood in depth what it
takes to conply with our new academ c rules. And so they

haven't been providing the student athletes with the kind




Page: 125

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of academ c advising, conputers, whatever it IS necessary
todoit. Soit is, in part, a nobney issue.

I think for those small schools, they are
going to have to invest in academ c performnce.

Now, all of this could change when we nove
away fromtaking into account the small reference class
size; when we take into account, in the next year or two,
we' Il be I ooking at nunbers, for exanple, in basketball
that may have produced nore sanctions, nore |oss of
schol arshi ps from APR | ow scores than we see right now.

And | hope that doesn't happen, that the
school s and the student athletes thenselves rise to the
occasion. But | wouldn't be surprised if we see nore
sancti ons.

JOSH CENTOR:  So the change in behavior
that's cone fromsonme of the |arger schools may be a
direct result of greater resources at this point?

DR. MYLES BRAND: G eater resources and
greater awareness that academ c issues are critical, a

great awareness on the part of the athletic director and

the president. It takes a little tinme | think to get it
through the entire association, but that will happen over
tinme.

JOSH CENTOR: Ckay. Question nunber four,

explain the logic about allow ng athletes such as Tom
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Zbi kowski from Notre Danme to box professionally, while
stripping Drew Tate of the noney he could have earned in
a Pro-Am gol f tournanment for making a hole in one.

DR. MYLES BRAND: This is an interesting
guestion, because the answer isn't very clear, it m ght
even be subtle. But there is an inportant principle
here. The principle is, you' re not supposed to use your
participation in one intercollegiate athletic sport to
create financial opportunities for yourself.

And so, for exanple, in the case of the
Notre Dane player, he took no endorsenent noney. It nmay
have been offered to him but he took no endorsenent
nmoney. It was |ike he had a sunmer job, whether it was a
i feguard or some other sunmer job. But he had to work
at it -- pretty rough sumrer job in this case.

JOSH CENTOR:  Yeah. No ki ddi ng.

DR. MYLES BRAND: But he had to work at it.
| don't believe he'll have that sumrer job during the
year.

JOSH CENTOR  Yeabh.

DR. MYLES BRAND: | think he'll be playing
football. But in the case of Tate at lowa, it's a little
different. He was playing in a golf tournament -- |ucky
enough to have a hole in one -- playing in a golf

tournanent solely because he was a football player. He
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was chosen for that reason.

So you were an English major at |owa, you
woul d not have been able to play in that tournanment. |If
you were an English major at Notre Dame, you m ght have
been able to go to Madi son Square Garden and box if
you' re good enough.

JOSH CENTOR:  Right.

DR. MYLES BRAND: But if you're an English
maj or at |lowa, you couldn't, because -- | don't want to
fault English majors, by the way, but assum ng that an
English major who is not an athlete -- sone are -- |
think so in that case, in the Tate case, it was only
because he was an athlete that he was allowed to play and
that resulted in the hole in one.

JOSH CENTOR Ckay. The fifth and final
qguestion, can you explain to the average football fan
what it is your organi zation does exactly? It's
sonet hi ng many, including us, are not exactly clear on.

DR. MYLES BRAND: Wth respect to football,
yeah. You know, we do everything in football except one
thing, and that is the Division |I-A bow ganes.

Now, Division I-Ais only a footbal
desi gnation, not an entire divisional designation. And
that group, the I-A group, plays in bow ganes. And

those are run by third parties, often associated with
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cities, |ike Pasadena for the Rose Bow, for exanple, and
they coordinate with the BCS Bow Chanpionship series in
that case and other bow s coordinate with other --
directly with conferences. But we are not involved in

| -A football.

We do everything else. W run
chanpi onshi ps for |-AA football, chanpionships in
Division Il and Division IIl. The NCAA in no case, for
football and other sports, deals with regul ar season
events. W are only dealing with chanpi onship events.
That's all we do. And in football, there's one
exception. And nanely, that's the |I-A bow ganes.

JOSH CENTOR:  And | woul d assune that the
average football fan isn't aware of the football rules
comm ttees and who sets the rules for each of the
di vi si ons.

DR. MYLES BRAND: Right. | think we have
rules conmttees made up of nenbers that set the rules
for all divisions, even |I-A football. So the rules
i ssues and so on, we organi ze, although the nenbers nake
those decisions. But in terns of event organization,
control, putting on the events, as we do for the Men's
Final four in basketball, we don't do that in I-A
football. That is the sole exception.

JOSH CENTOR  Ckay. And | would al so
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encourage anyone who is interested to | earn nore about
the association to hop on Doubl eAZone and listen to our
"Faces of the NCAA" feature where you can neet a
di fferent NCAA staff nenber every week, or read "Coaches
Corner", where coaches fromdifferent institutions are
stoppi ng by and sharing their perspectives. And, of
course, we always have the student athlete voice well
represented on the bl og.

Thank you, Dr. Brand. 1It's good to see you
agai n.

I'd also like to thank Orson Swi ndle for
submtting these five questions.

And | want to encourage all of our
listeners to send in their questions for Myl es Brand.

I"'mglad we're back, and | ook forward to

doing it again next week. W'II|l see you then.






