9-25-2006 Eligibility After Transferring
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(File: 20060925mam )

JOSH CENTOR: Good norning. And welcone to
"Mondays Wth Myl es".

I'"'mfortunate to be sitting here with NCAA
presi dent Myl es Brand. How are things today, Dr. Brand?

DR. MYLES BRAND: Good. Good norning,
Josh.

JOSH CENTOR: Good norning. | want to
di scuss a fairly controversial topic with you this
nor ni ng.

At its neeting in April, the Division |
board of directors made the decision to allow graduates
with remaining eligibility to be imediately eligible
after transferring to a newinstitution. The board
upheld its decision this August, and it wll appear
before the Division | nenbership for a final vote at the
NCAA Convention in January.

What are your thoughts on this?

DR. MYLES BRAND: | think it's an
interesting idea. |'mnot sure we have enough data at
this point to know whether it will work or not.

On the positive side, soneone who has
graduated with sone eligibility left usually neans that
they've graduated within the five-year w ndow, maybe a

four-year wi ndow and still have sone eligibility left.
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They' ve been injured or took a redshirt or sone such.
They should be free to transfer and play for soneone el se
in their |last year.

Now, sonme of the coaches won't like it that
they've trained this individual for three years, four
years, and now they go sonewhere else. But it does give
t hem sone opportunities.

On the other side of the coinis: WII it
becone a practice that's so prevalent that it essentially
| eads to free agency in the last year of eligibility?
And if that happens, then we're going to have shifting of
teans too nuch.

Now, | don't know that that's going to
happen. W just don't have enough data at this point.

JOSH CENTOR:  Let's | ook at the educati onal
side of things for a second. You have a student athlete
who, as you said, nmay have graduated in three, three and
a half years, taking a redshirt, have a year of
eligibility left. Now, they have their undergraduate
degree, which is great. That's what they're aspiring
for.

And now, they can go anywhere in the
country. They can go to | aw school; they can go get an
MBA; they can do anything at any other school.

Shoul d they be restricted to go to their
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undergraduate institution and start that graduate work?

DR MYLES BRAND: Well, they would be if
they wanted to play sports. They can go any pl ace they
i ke, but the question is will they still have
eligibility left for athletics?

JOSH CENTOR:  Ri ght.

DR. MYLES BRAND: W don't want to limt
their academ c choices, just the athletic choices.

I think it depends how many students
actually are going to take advantage of it. There are
lots eligible for it. But how many woul d take advant age
is not clear. W, again, don't want to create on-canpus
recruiting of existing student athletes. | nean, that
coul d be a kind of quasi- or netaphorical free agency
that can be very disruptive to a team

So whil e you have to bal ance the choices

that students want to nmake -- and | understand your
perspective -- you also want to bal ance what is inportant
for creative -- what is inportant for conpetitive equity;

what's inportant for the coaches having a sound program
And that's a tough bal ance.

If it's one or a few students for good
reasons who nove, it doesn't matter. But if we hundreds
of students changing coll eges and universities just to

play sports, then we have a problem
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JOSH CENTOR:  So coaches are worried about
a potential free agency system That's what |'ve seen.
They' re concerned that people wll just go left and right

to new progranms when they have the chance not to sit out

a year.
DR. MYLES BRAND: Well, it's not just free

agency. |It's the recruiting that's involved in free

agency too. And you'll have one coach sonmehow trying to

get into another coach's programto find out which young
nmen are going to be able to do this. And they may start
a graduate programw thout a real intention of finishing
it, but just use that kind -- kind of approach as an
excuse to transfer schools.

I'"'mnot saying it's going to happen -- we
need nore information -- but it has the potential.

JOSH CENTOR: Now, this really affects
basketbal |, football, and nen's ice hockey. O her
sports, you can transfer and not sit out a year right
now.

DR MYLES BRAND: That's correct. It's
only for those three sports.

JOSH CENTOR: Wiy are the rules different?

DR. MYLES BRAND: | think the coaches and
the athletic directors wanted to keep sone stability in

these prograns. It was inportant to them particularly
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in football, for exanple, where it takes themyears to
actually be productive for nost people. And there's a
great deal of investnent by the coaching staff, by the
school, in each individual, and they don't want them
transferring. They're not prohibiting it. There's a
penalty to play, but there has to be sone incentive to
stay with the school you're at.

In fact, one sport, baseball, which you
know wel |, does not have a transfer rule, and it's
seriously considering it because we see so mnuch
transferring taking place right nowthat it hurts
academ cally as well as conpetitively for the teans.

JOSH CENTOR:  Well, | think this wll
certainly be interesting to watch in the next year or
two. We've already seen sone student athletes |eave
after they've received their undergraduate degree, and
we'll have to get sone nore of that data.

We mght have to revisit this in the
future, and hopefully we'll be able to do that.

Thanks for joining ne today, Dr. Brand.

And thanks to our listeners for choosing

“"Mondays Wth Myles". W' Il see you next week.






