4-2-2007 Final Four Atlanta-Monday



Page: 134
Dr. Myles Brand & Josh Centor Podcasts

1| (File: 20070402)

2 JOSH CENTOR: Wl cone to a very special edition of
3 "Mondays Wth Myl es".

4 It is Chanpionship Monday, Dr. Brand. You nust be
5| excited.

6 DR. MYLES BRAND: Ch, it's very exciting. Terrific

7 teans playing and it's been a great tournanment so far.

8 JOSH CENTOR:  Yeah. W have Florida and Ohio State

9 t oni ght .

10 DR. MYLES BRAND: Yes.

11 JOSH CENTOR: These are two terrific basketball teans,

12 but it's also a rematch of the BCS Chanpionship gane, if you
13| wll.

14 DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, that's really interesting.
15| W're seeing sone of our schools excel in nore than one sport.
16 Sonetinmes it was just a basketball school or a footbal

17 school, but right now we see sonme nutual sports between teans
18 and sports. And it's not only happening at the two high

19 visibility sports. W're seeing a nunber of schools being

20 able to, across the board, create good athletic, as well as
21 academ c environments.

22 JOSH CENTOR  Is this good for intercollegiate

23 athl etics when you have teans such as Florida and Chio State
24 really dom nating the | andscape?

25 DR. MYLES BRAND:. Well, they're dom nating for the
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1 short period of tinme. W don't know who is going to be next.
2 That's the interesting thing, because the student athletes

3 change, and in the future it may be very different.

4 But | have to tell you, both of those schools have
5 great fan foll ow ngs, and so they are national teans and

6 they're very interested in it.

7 JOSH CENTOR: Talk to me a little bit about the

8 | weekend experience. | knowit's a lot nore than just going to
9 t he ganes for you

10 DR. MYLES BRAND: Yeah. That's exactly right. It
11 used to be, years ago, there was three ganmes, two semfinals
12 and then a final ganme. And that would be the event.

13 Over the last, say, three to four years, what we've
14 done is we've really nade it into a weekend, a four- or

15 five-day event, where, say, on the Sunday before there's nusic
16 opportunities, there's Hoop City, there's the Dribble for

17 young people. The fact of the matter is we've tried to make
18 it very fan and famly friendly.

19 W don't want to turn it into the Super Bow which
20 | creates areally different kind of environment. This has to
21 be a collegiate environment. So we're trying to nake it a
22 col | egi ate environnent, but as basketball is the center, of
23 | course, we also want to have other events.
24 JOSH CENTOR: Let's talk a little bit about the

25 transformation of this city. | nean, we're in a major city
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1 right now, Atlanta. And if you walk down the street, it's

2 Fi nal Four everywhere.

3 DR. MYLES BRAND: | give the people of Atlanta, the

4 | ocal organizing commttee, a great deal of conplinents and

5 really a great deal of credit for all that they' ve done.

6 The fact of the matter is there are signs all over the
7 pl ace. The people are very friendly. Everyone knows about

8 the Final Four. | think the city has really risen to the

9 occasion. The people of Atlanta, the volunteers, have just

10 done a trenendously good j ob.

11 JOSH CENTOR:  And the economic inpact, it definitely
12 has an effect on the |ocal businesses, the hotels, et cetera.
13 DR. MYLES BRAND:. There is a business aspect to it, of
14 course. And the reason why the city invests in the NCAA and
15 col |l ege sports as nmuch as it does, you can't put on sonething
16 | this big for free -- the reason they invest is because when

17 fans come in to watch the ganes, they stay in hotels and eat
18 in restaurants and generally contribute to the econony of the
19 city. So there's a good exchange that takes place.

20 JOSH CENTOR:  You referenced sonme of the concerts we
21 have goi ng on throughout the weekend over at Centennial Park.
22 On Friday, we also had a build Habitat for Humanity. You were
23 over there getting your hands dirty. Talk a little bit about
24 t hat experi ence.

25 DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, that was terrific. W had
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1 a lot of student athletes fromthe | ocal colleges, Mrehouse
2 and from Georgia Tech, and nmany of the other |ocal colleges,
3 | who cane by and contributed their sweat equity, their |abor,
4 to build houses. |In fact, they're putting up two houses, one
5| which will stay here in Atlanta and one which will be shipped
6| to the Katrina area, down near New Ol eans.

7 | think, first of all, |I asked thema lot of them

8 about how they felt about that, and they thought it was a

9 terrific opportunity to give back to the conmunity. They saw

10 it as a teambuil ding opportunity in which they cane together

11 and understood how to work together well. It was great fun.
12 But at the sane tine, they acconplished sonet hing.
13 The young wonman -- young nother who was helping build, it's

14 | going to be her house in Atlanta. And you couldn't help but

15 be affected by helping her find a place to live, which was

16 i ncredi bl e.

17 JOSH CENTOR:  And what really touched nme is afterwards
18 | everybody signs part of the frame of the house. And she wote

19 a nmessage to her 3-year-old son, to Dominic; Love, Mommy. And

20 | thought that was really touching.
21 DR. MYLES BRAND: Ch, | couldn't agree with you nore.
22 It's a feel good opportunity and it has benefits for everyone.

23 You know, | think that Habitat For Humanity is a great partner
24 | for the NCAA and together with Lowe's that provides the

25 materials, it's a terrific build-out.
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1 | have to conplinment Division Il in particular, which

2 put a mllion dollars in this |ast year, as a Katrina effort

3 to kick it off. So Division Il really gets a gold star, and,

4 of course, everyone has joined in. But that division, in

5 particul ar, took the |ead.

6 JOSH CENTOR  So all of these events kind of |ead up

7 to tonight's, you know, main event. W have a huge basket bal

8 gane tonight, and I don't want to | ose sight of that.

9 Tip off is after 9 o'clock. It's alittle bit late.
10 | We're doing the school week here, and | just wanted to get you
11 to weigh inalittle bit. These are students on the court
12 tonight, and | don't think they're going to get back for class
13 on Tuesday. And | know we're playing a nmgjor national
14 | chanpi onshi p, but how does that fit in with our m ssion here?
15 DR. MYLES BRAND: | think that's a chall engi ng
16 guestion and it's a good question. | think if, within reason,
17 you allow this to happen, it's okay. The problens arise when
18 | you do too nmuch, when you keep young people out of class too
19 much. And the tournanment, though it only involves a small
20 nunber of student athletes because everyone el se has gone by
21 t he waysi de, is nonethel ess we have to worry about them as
22 well. And the teans travel with tutors. They have homework
23 assignments. Sone of themare taking tests. |In sonme cases
24 potentially finals during this period. |It's tough on them

25 But they still have to do their school work.
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1 Are they mssing class face tine? Yes. |Is that

2 inportant? Yes. Class face tine is very inportant.

3 So this is a special time in their lives to play in
4 | the final. For one teamit's the second special tine in their
5 lives. But | think as long as we try and keep it in

6 perspective and understand that it doesn't involve them al

7 year round, that they understand that they have to go to cl ass
8| as well, it's inportant. | think travel away from school --

9 and sonme sports |ike basketball do a lot of that, basebal

10 does, as you know.

11 JOSH CENTOR  Absol utely.

12 DR. MYLES BRAND: Col f, and a nunber of other sports

13 have a | ot of travel away from canpus. W have to keep that

14 in perspective and make sure we don't overdo it.
15 JOSH CENTOR. One final question. You have the nost
16 | exciting -- in nmy opinion, the nost exciting duty tonight.

17 You hand out the chanpionship trophy. Wat does that feel
18 | like?
19 DR. MYLES BRAND:. You know, that is special. | watch

20 | obviously fromthe sidelines. And about 5 or 10 mnutes |eft

21 in the gane, 1'Il go down to court side, so | get ready to do
22 it. And it's just sonetines obviously you don't know the
23 wi nner until -- sonmetines not until overtine, and then the

24 pl ace just explodes. You know, confetti conmes down and peopl e

25 are running around the court. And it is just the nost
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1 electric time you can imagine. And I'll tell you the best

2 part of it, after handing out the trophy, what they do is they
3 pl ay "One Shining Mnent".

4 JOSH CENTOR  That's the greatest.

5 DR. MYLES BRAND: And you know what "One Shi ni ng

6 Monment" is about a three- or four-mnute video that the CBS

7 crew have put together of the highlights of the entire

8 tournanent, ending up with that night's ganme. And they edit

9 it right there on the spot, so no one has seen it before. And
10 all the players on the winning team stop, as does everyone

11 el se, and looks at it. And you know, it's hard to keep the

12 tears away. It is just the nost incredible sports-type event
13 | that |'ve ever been associated wth.

14 JOSH CENTOR  And what's interesting about that is

15 that we are in a hotel right now, and we have a coupl e of

16 | closed circuit stations that continue to play the "One Shining
17 Monent" from past years in succession, year after year. And |
18 found nyself watching one night, the entire docket of "One

19 Shi ni ng Moments”. And | have a special nonent in 2003 when
20 Syracuse won because that's ny favorite program But it
21 really is special.
22 And | do want to mark, because it's just as inportant,
23 | you're going to fly to Ceveland right after this and you're
24 going to do the exact same cerenony with the wonen's

25 t our nanent .
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DR. MYLES BRAND: That's exactly right. So | get a
doubl e special treat. After | do the nen's, which ends |ate,
as you point out, first thing early in the norning, |I fly to

Cleveland and I'"mable to do that on Tuesday night for the

wonen.
And let me tell you, it is equally as exciting. And
t he wonen play just as hard and -- as the nmen do, and it's
just as exciting for the schools. Full stadium full -- you
know, we always have full crowds. And it is -- was -- it's

spect acul ar.

| renenber |ast year that that Duke/ Maryl and gane,
what a great basketball gane. It was literally one of the
best basketball ganes | have ever seen.

JOSH CENTOR:  Absol utely.

DR. MYLES BRAND: It was just outstanding. So | can't
wait to get to Cleveland. So | get to do it twice. And
that's a treat for ne.

JOSH CENTOR:  Well, it's a remarkable time. | thank
you for taking tinme out of your busy schedule here in Atlanta,
and enjoy the ganes.

DR. MYLES BRAND: Thank you, Josh
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