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2 JOSH CENTOR  Dr. Brand, recently, we've discussed

3 some ugly incidents on The Doubl eAZone invol ving fans at

4 Oregon and Illinois. Qobviously, these types of sportsnen

5 i ssues happen and they happen across the country. They're not

6 appropriate. Wat can we do to stop it?

7 DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, first, let me comrent that
8 | think, unfortunately, we're seeing a growi ng nunber of these
9 i ncidents for whatever reason, whether they're encouraged by

10 bei ng shown tine and again on various nedia shows or talked

11 about on the talk radio issues in a favorable way, but we're
12 seeing nore and nore of these happen.

13 | think they are a threat to the integrity of sports.
14 | mean, sportsmanship is nothing nore than respect for those
15 | who play the gane and for the gane itself. And when you have
16 these ugly incidents surrounding the event, you're

17 di srespecting the players; you' re disrespecting the gane. It
18 hurts the integrity of what we're doing. It actually spoils
19 | the fan interest and the fan invol venent.

20 It mght be fun in the short-termto go overboard. 1In
21 the long term you risk actually what you | ove the nost, which
22 is the gane.

23 JOSH CENTOR Wiy do fans believe they have the right
24 | to denean their opponent?

25 DR. MYLES BRAND:. They have a right to boo the
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1 opponents. They have a right to cheer their team a right to
2 appl aud and shout and whistle when they like a play and do the
3 opposite when they don't. That's all part of being a good

4 | fan. And the players, and everyone expects it, and it adds to
5| the environnent.

6 But there are commonsensical limts to this when you
7 go overboard, when it becones frankly an attack, not

8 necessarily a physical attack -- although sonetinmes that

9 happens too -- but when it becones an attack on the players or
10 t he opposing team on the opposing coach, on the referees and
11 officials, and also on the ganme itself. So there are limts
12 of common sense.

13 And | believe those who control the venues, whether
14 it's the college or university in which a gane is being played
15 or a chanpi onship, have to take steps in order to not allow
16 that to happen. And the officials, in particular, have a

17 central role to play.

18 JOSH CENTOR: Do you think that fans believe that this
19 type of behavior can actually influence the outconme of ganes,
20 and that's why they go into these stadiuns and arenas and act
21 this way?
22 DR. MYLES BRAND: |If they do actually influence the
23 out cones of the ganmes, it's very much |ike cheating because
24 | you're not wnning the gane on the field of play. You're

25 | winning the ganme doi ng sonmething extraneous. |It's like
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1 someone ki cki ng an opponent in the knee when the official

2 isn't looking. |It's taking steps outside the normal rule to

3 the gane. And | don't care what kind of fan you are, if you

4 have to resort to cheating, it's not worth it.

5 JOSH CENTOR  Is it realistic to think that we m ght

6 be able to nip this behavior in the bud?

7 DR. MYLES BRAND: No, we can't nip it in the bud. But
8 | we can ask our officials to take a strong |ine and penalize

9 the team the home team if that's who causing the problem

10 | So the officials have to take a strong stand.

11 | think coaches sonetinmes grabbing the m crophone can
12 al so help the fans understand that they are di srespecting

13 their own players, as well as the opposing players in this

14 kind of activity. And we can try and have the venues

15 t hensel ves, whether it's the schools or the chanpi onship

16 | venue, set the tone better.

17 No. | don't think, on their own, all these fans would
18 | do it thensel ves.

19 JOSH CENTOR | think you raise an excellent point. |

20 have actually [ ong thought that when one of these incidents

21 happen -- you know, when the coaches get on nm crophones,
22 | that's quite powerful. But |'ve always thought that woul dn't
23 it be interesting if an arena were enpti ed because of poor

24 sportsmanshi p behavior, and the gane was played in silence

25 | with nobody there. | doubt that those fans the next tine
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1 woul d cone back and cheer and denean their opponents the sane

2 way .

3 DR. MYLES BRAND: | think that's right. There had

4 been a few, not very many, but a few occasions in which that's
5 happened, in which, for exanple, there have been fights in the
6 stands and things of that kind. As a result, they have played
7 t he next ganmes without any fans.

8 JOSH CENTOR:  Thanks so nuch for this interesting

9 conversation
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