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2 JOSH CENTOR:  Well, it's finally tinme, Dr. Brand. |
3 am ecstatic, excited -- | can't think of any other

4 ent husiastic words. But |'m punped because the Division |

5 Festival is here. This is one of ny favorite events. | think
6 it rivals anything that we've got.
7 Tell me your inpressions of the Division Il National

8 Chanpi onshi ps Festival .

9 DR. MYLES BRAND: You know, | couldn't agree with you
10 nore, Josh. | amas excited as you possibly can be, and | am
11 too. | think this is just a great event. |It's |lots of

12 student-athletes, sort of Aynpic-style, if you like -- many
13 sports, many schools. Wat a great event.
14 Houston is a terrific place to hold the event.

15 think it's terrific for the student-athletes, great for the

16 schools. And I look forward to these events each year.
17 JOSH CENTOR:  This is the third one. W had a fal
18 festival last fall in Pensacola. Wiy is this inportant for
19 Division I1? And I'll note, a division that has really

20 | concentrated on establishing its identity.

21 DR. MYLES BRAND:. It's a signature athletic event.
22 It's the only division that can do this and has been able to
23 do it, bringing together nultiple sports chanpionships in one
24 pl ace so the student-athletes can interact, to change the

25 environnment in a very favorable way for the fans and for the
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1 athletes and for the schools and their officials and the

2 traveling parties. It's an opportunity, | think, for Division
3 Il to strut its stuff, and it does it really well.
4 JOSH CENTOR: It definitely does do it very well. And

5| what was the rationale a few years ago, as M ke Racy,
6  yourself, and others in Division Il, were starting to have

7 di scussi ons about this type of an event?

8 DR. MYLES BRAND: It was just what we were talking
9 about -- nanely to have a signature event that's special for
10 Division I'l. Chanpionships are great fun for the

11 student-athletes and for the fans. But how can we nake it

12 even better in Division I1? Wat is special about D vision
13 I1?

14 And we hit upon this idea of having chanpi onshi ps
15 together. W've had themfor the fall and the spring. Soon,
16 | we're going to have one for the winter. These are just great
17 opportunities for those student-athletes.

18 Now, you won't have the spring one every year. W'l
19 vary them But every couple of years, a team or individuals
20 wll get a chance to participate, alnost like the AQynpics, in
21 such a festival. And that's great. It shows that D vision |

22 really cares about its student-athletes.

23 JOSH CENTOR: For those of our listeners who don't
24 know t hat nmuch about the event, first of all, | want to | et
25 everyone know that | will be traveling to Houston in the
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1 nor ni ng, and you can follow all of the festivities and

2 conpetition on The Doubl eAZone t hroughout the week.

3 W will see national chanpionships decided in nen's

4 | and wonen's golf, nen's and wonen's tennis, wonen's |acrosse

5 and softball while we're in Houston.

6 And, Dr. Brand, the exciting part of this, you said it

7 yourself, the Aynpic-style event. This is all in Menorial

8 Park in Houston -- five-mnute walk fromgolf to softball to

9 | acrosse, everything, all on one site.

10 DR. MYLES BRAND: That's what | |ike about it. |

11 remenber the last tine this event took place. | was watching
12 great softball, and then I went over and | watched wonen's

13 | acrosse. It was terrific. GCh, by the way, | al so caught the

14 | track neet.

15 JOSH CENTOR It was right there.

16 DR. MYLES BRAND: And so you saw many things at once.
17 For the fans, it was truly outstanding. And the

18 | student-athletes would go fromevent to event that they

19 weren't participating in. So the tennis players would go over
20 and watch a different event, which was terrific. So they got

21 a chance to be both participants and fans, and that doesn't

22 happen anywhere el se.

23 JOSH CENTOR W' ve got al nost 400, 000

24 | student-athletes in the NCAA. And everybody wants to win a

25 nati onal chanpionship. That's a really special thing. But at
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1 this festival, it's so nuch about the experience. They have

2 nightly events for the student-athletes to mx and mngle, to
3 neet one another, as you just said; to see thensel ves conpete,
4 but also to socialize after. |It's about the entire experience
5 for the student-athletes, isn't it?

6 DR. MYLES BRAND: Absolutely. And that's a really

7 good point. You know, participating in a chanpionship is a

8 lifetime of menories. You want to nmake sure that that

9 participation is conplenented by sonme social activities, a

10 really good sense of feeling good that you're participating,
11 you're working with your fellow athletes in terns of an

12 envi ronment in which what you're doing is watched by many. W
13 get good TV coverage as a result of this. And it makes it for
14 | an event that's really nenorable. So | think it's terrific

15 for the student-athlete experience. And frankly, it's fun for
16 | the fans to go to the evening events and so on too.

17 JOSH CENTOR  It's a lot of fun. And I'mreally

18 excited to | eave for Houston in the norning. And | wll see
19 you do down there.
20 DR. MYLES BRAND: Look forward to it, Josh.
21
22
23
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