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2 JOSH CENTOR Al right. Well, the NBA draft has cone
3 and gone. And, Dr. Brand, |I'mnot going to quiz you on who

4 got sel ected where and how your favorite teans were inpacted.

5 But | do want to tal k about a trend that we saw before
6 the draft. Obviously, a lot of underclassnen declared for the
7 draft, and then had the change to go through tryouts in front

8 | of NBA teans and scouts, et cetera. And if they didn't |ike

9 what they were hearing, had the chance to retain their

10 | eligibility and return to college to continue their education

11 and their student-athlete experience.

12 Can you el aborate on this process?
13 DR. MYLES BRAND: Yeah. 1It's a rule that was passed
14 | several years ago. |It's not new, but it isn't that old

15 either. And it gives an opportunity for student-athletes to
16 make a good assessnent of where they stand in the draft before
17 t hey make a decision to go forward or not.

18 They only have one shot at this. You can't do this
19 every year. So if you are freshman, you can get it once, or
20 if you're junior, you can do it once. You can't do it nore

21 | than once.

22 But it does give the student-athletes an opportunity
23 to really understand, in detail, many of them go through the
24 tryouts, for exanple, the canps, fromthe pros. And it gives

25 thema really good chance, besides the conversations they have
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1 Wi th prospective agents -- excuse nme -- prospective NBA fol ks
2 about where they will stand, because they'll actually get a

3 good feel for where they are.

4 | want to make sure | correct that. |It's not agents.
5 They are not permtted during this process to be able to talk
6| wth or work wwth agents. | m sspoke a nonent ago.

7 JOSH CENTOR:  Well, it seens like this is a fair

8 process that our nenbership has put into place for

9 student - at hl et es.

10 DR. MYLES BRAND: That's correct. W are trying to be
11 fair to the student-athletes. But in trying to be fair to the
12 student-athletes, the question arises are we being fair to the
13 ganme of basketball, college basketball? Because the coaches
14 bring up, the male coaches, bring up this issue, and it's a

15| fair issue for themto raise.

16 There is a long period of tine fromthe end of the

17 Final Four until the NBA draft, which takes place after the

18 NBA finals. And during that period of time, they may be on a
19 very productive team |If there are several nenbers of that
20 team that declare they want to go to the NBA and the majority
21 of themwi |l go back without going to the NBA, if they have
22 | tested the waters --
23 JOSH CENTOR  Ri ght.
24 DR. MYLES BRAND: -- their expectations may have been

25 hi gher than reality, and so they go back. But what happens to
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1| the team and the coach?

2 He may find that, you know, he has two, three players
3| who are in linbo. Does he recruit for then? Does he hold

4 open a place for then? The teamis and the coach is in |inbo
5 for a long period of tine. And that's a legitinmate concern.

6 | think our menbership is going to have to address that in an
7 honest and forthright way.

8 JOSH CENTOR:  Well, ny question, | guess, is how do
9 you counteract that? Because if the NBA doesn't nove up the
10 draft and doesn't nove up all the tryout canps, then if the
11 menber shi p deci des that, they could conproni se that

12 opportunity that they decided give the student-athl etes,

13 because of the coaches. So it's alnost 6 here, half dozen of
14 | the other.

15 DR. MYLES BRAND: Well, | think unilaterally the NCAA
16 menbership -- and that's not the national office -- the NCAA
17 menbership -- could say we only want to give themtwo weeks or
18 even three or four weeks past the Final Four, and after that
19 you'd have to make a decision. So we can force the decisions
20 by a process of rules whether the young men want to conti nue
21 inthis linmbo category of trying it out or not.
22 You know, and sone youngsters who tryout feel that,
23 | you know, they are not really NBA material, and they nay not
24 go back to school anyway. They may want to go back to Europe

25 to play, which is another opportunity for them But in making
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1 t hat decision, the question again that the coaches are raising
2 is have you overdone the flexibility? W want sone

3 flexibility for the students, and di sadvantage the team

4 JOSH CENTOR:  Well, it seens to nme that to at | east

5 get a sense of where you are will reduce and seens to have

6 reduced the opportunity that sone kids wll go into the draft,
7 not get selected, lose their eligibility, and actually would

8 | be better off back in school. W seemto have seen a

9 reduction in that.

10 DR. MYLES BRAND: Yeah, we have. And | think this

11 rule, leaving aside the length of tinme for making that

12 | decision -- | think this rule is fairer to the

13 student-athletes. So they get to really figure out where they
14 are going to stand.

15 There are only 450 slots in the NBA. That's not very
16 many. And they don't all open up, obviously, every year. And
17 as you know, there are nore and nore international players, so
18 the opportunities aren't as great as one woul d think.

19 Lots of people have the expectation and believe they
20 | are going to make it in the NBA, and they want to try out and
21 see if that's the case or go back to the university. As |long
22 as they keep their academ cs in shape, they can go back to the
23 uni versity.
24 JOSH CENTOR  And just finally to tal k about another

25 sport, just as a conparative exanple -- the NFL, there are
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1 under cl assmen who decl are for the Professional Football Draft.
2 It is obviously a different draft, and there are nore slots in
3 the draft, and you nmay not see the same process as the NBA

4 But there is an extended tryout period for footbal

5 student-athl etes where they can then decide. It's a totally

6| different situation.

7 DR. MYLES BRAND: It's totally different. They have
8 | to make a decision in a shorter period of tine. And you're

9 right, there are nore opportunities in football in terms of

10 sheer nunbers than there are in basketball. But that sport is
11 treated differently. There may be changes that are necessary
12 inthe NBA. | just think we have to have an honest,

13 forthright conversation about it with the menbership.

14 JOSH CENTOR  And, again, just to reiterate that's

15 menber shi p decisions in both of those sports.

16 Dr. Brand, thanks for the clarifications.

17 DR MYLES BRAND: Pl easure.
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